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TU 
Mr. HOBBS, 
Surgeon to His Majesrty,.. 


Ccept,, great Sonof Art, this faint effe&> 
E-.. Of a moſt ative, and unteignd Reſpett:; 
1 ' Numbers that yield ( Alas!) too juſt ſurvey 
Of Phyſick's growth and Poetry's decay. 

. That thew a generous Muſe impair'd by Me, 

- As muchasth' Authour'sskill's out-done by Thee. 
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This Indian Congu'rer's fatal March he ſung, 
To the fame Lyre his own Apo/ ſtrung; 
Whoſe Notes yet fail'd the Monſter to aſſwage, 


Revenging Here, invading Spantara's Rage. 
Dear was the Conqueſt of a new found World, 
Whoſe Plague &er ſince through all the Old is 
hurl'd. 
Had Frogeforiusy who i in Numbers told 
( Numbers more rich than thoſe new Lands of | 
| Gold) | 

This great Deſtroyer's Progreſs, ſeen this Age 
And thy Succeſs againſt the Tyrant's Rage, 
Bembus, had then been no immortal Name, | 
Thou and thy Art had challeng'd-all his Flame! 
Thou driv'ſt th' Uſurper to his laſt Retreats, 

. Repairing as Thou go'ſt the ruin'd Seats: 
Thus while the Foe is by thy Art remov'd, | 
The Holds are firengthen'd, and the Soil,” 1m- | 
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Thy happy Conqueſt do's at once Expell 
Th, Invader'sforce, and inbred FaQions quell 
Thy Patients and A#gaſta's fate's the ſame, 


To riſe more fair and laſting for the Flame : 
While meaner Artift$ this bold Task eſlay, 

I th'little World of Man they looſe their way: 
Thou kaow'ſt the ſecret Paſſes to each Part, 
And, skill'd in Nature, can'ſt not fail in Art. 
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Fracaſtorius. 


Racaſtorius was deſcended from-the 
Fracaſtorian Famuly of great Antr 
quity in Verona. He ſeemed nor onely 
to rival the Fame of Catullus and 
Pliny, who had long before made that 
City renown'd, but to have very far 
exceeded all his Contemporaries, for 
Learning and Poetry. His Parents 
were Pazlo-Philippus Fracaftorius and 
Camilla Maſcarellia, both of great Re- 


by 
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by his Father that he gaye early proofs 


of a great Genius, ſo that in his child- 
hood all men conceived hopes of an 


extraordinary Man. Nor was Provt- | 


dence wanting to.give him a ſignal Te- | 


ſtimony, foraſmuch as when he was an 
Infant:in the Armes of -his Mother, a 
ſudden Tempeit ariſing, in which the 
Mother was ſtruck dead by Lightning, 
the Child received no harm. He. was 


ſent.tyx litcrarure while very; young to | 


4k with A. a 


Padia,"\where ever in that ape with in- | 


defatigable labour, he openecl his way 
to that height of glory which he after- 
wards'attained : ' Afrer the initiatory 


Ares he applyed himſelf to the ſecrers | 


of diſtinct Sciences, but infinitely. de- 
lighted: with the Mathematicks, 1n all, 
afliſted by a Memory equal ro his In; 

enuity. Afcer'ſcyeral years ſpent in 
Philoſophical ſtudies under the Tutor- 
ſhip of: Peter - Pomponatins of Mantua 
he devoted himfelf by the. diftates of 


his Genius to Phyſick with fach reſolu- | 


tion 


The Exfe of Fracaſtoritis: 
tion and ſucceſs, thit in the School 
diſputations, not onely his tellow-Stu- 
dents but moſt experienc'd Doctours 


were ſenſible that he was deſigned by 
Providence for great Undertakings. 


| Accordingly they then gave him; the 


honour of the Pulpit, which had; ne- 
ver before been permitted to any: per- 
ſon till chey had perfected their ſtudies, 
and were arrived to the years of Man- 


|| hood. This School being diflolv'd by 


the breaking our of the War, while:he 
had thoughts of returning to his Coun- 
trey ( his Father being then dead ) he 
was on honourable conditions invited 
by Livianws, General of the Venetian 
Forces, and a noble Patron of Wit, to 
the College Forojulienſis, &c.-----and 
lodgedin : ſame apartment of Andres 
Nawugerus and Johannes Cottac, twoexcel- 
lent Poets. He had not long reſided here 
before he publiſhed Verſes on every ex+ 
traordinary Occaſion that happeged, 
which were received with ſuch al 
[ applauſe 


The Life of Fracaſtorius. 
applauſe throughout Traly, that their 
fame has to this day ftifled che per- 
formances of lis Compamons. Ha- 
ving after wards accompaned Livianus 


through many wars, the General being | 
at laſt overthrown and taken Priſoner | 


by the French at Abdua; he returned 
late into his native countrey, where in 


the general devaſtation he found hus | 


Patrimony almoſt utterly deftroyed. 
He marry'd , but was ſoon unhappy 
in the loſs of two Sons whoſe untimely 
death he bewailed in a moſt paſſionate 
Elegy. He was low of Stature bur 
of good bulk, his Shoulders broad, his 
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Hair black and long, his Face round, | 


his Eyes black, his Noſe ſhort and tur- 


ning upwards by tis continual contena- | 


ation of the Stars, a lively air was 

fpread over his Countenance that dif- 

prayed che Serenity and Ingenuity of 

&s Mind. He affected a quict and pri 

or: any as being; a man free from an» 

bitious defires; contenting _ 
Wait 
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with a moderate fortune, and placing his 
happineſs in improvement of his know- 
= He was chearfull chough fru- 
gal at his Table, having a cotiftant re- 
card to his health; hs wit being al- 
ways the beſt part of his Banquet. He 
was notwithitanding ſparing 1n his 
Speech, and affecting no vanity in his 
Preſs: He was never cenſorious of 0- 
ther mens performances, but always 
glad of an qccaſion ta commend; for 
which he was deſervedly celebrated by 
Zohannes Baptiſta in a noble Epigram. 
He ſpent his time in curing the dif- 
caſed, a divine Power: ſeeming always 
to. attend his endeavours, TS _ 
fordid defire of gain, and thought 
binafclt beſt rewarded in the health of 
his Patient. By theſe means he con» 
tracted many friendſhips, and had (.de- 
ſervedly ) no Enemy. . 

He was not. onely cſteemed for his 
Skill in his own countrey, but was 
ſought ro by foreign Princes in deſpe- 
rate 


I be” Life'-off Fracaſforins. 
rate ſickneſs, * for which though vaſt 
rewards were offered, he brought no- 
thing home belide- thcir Friendſhip. 

In his Icifure he diverted himſelf with 
reading Hiſtory, atwhichtime Polybius, 
or Plutarch were never out of his hands. | 
He ſometimes relieved his ſtadies with | 
Mathemaricks and Muſick, and made | 
no ſmall performances in Coſmogra- 
phy. - He was much alone, yeralways | 
employed; and though by reaſon of | 
his backwardneſs to diſcourſe, he ſeem- | 
cd of a; Saturnine Temper, yet none 
were:more chearfull and pleaſant when 
entred imto Converſation. He perfor- 
med: wonders by his exa@t knowledge | 
of-Hlerbs and Simples, by ſearching ke 
beſt Books of the Ancients. That moſt | 
excellent Antidote called Diaſcordium, 
was of his preparing ; we are likewiſe 
beholding to his judgment for ſpect- 
fying many uſctull Herbs of which the 
Ancients had left uncertain deſcription, * 


The Age in which he lived ſaw nothing | 
equal 
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«qual rohis a but his honeſty. 
\ [In his retreat fromthe Ciry, while the 
Peſtilence 'raged , he found leiſure to 
1 | compoſe the following Poem, a'work 
of ſuch'elegance, that Sanazarius free- 
| It acknowledged it to excell' his own, 
| | De partaVirginis, that had coſt him a- 
bove twenty years | labour and cor- 
rection; His Treaties in Profe and cf- 
. | forts of Poetry are'too numerous/to'be 
"| "recited on this occaſion. 8 
| U\Tnall which heaffected ſo lirtle vani- 
ty thathe never preſery'd a Copy; and 
we are bcholding for what are extant, 
xo the induſtry of his Friends that col- 
| keted them after his-death. 
\ Hewas above 70 Years old 'when he 
dyed, which was by'an Apoplexy that 
ſeiz'd him while he was at Dinner at 
his Countrey ſeat. He was ſenſible of 
his malady, though ſpeechleſs, often 
panng his Hand upon the top of his 
ead , by which ſign he would have 
had his Seryants adnuniſter a Cupping: 
i; Glaſs 
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Glaſs o the part affected, by which, 


he had formerly cured a Nun in Verone, | 


labouring under the fame Diſtemper. 
But his Domefticks not conceiving his 
meaning. apply'd firſt one thing. and 
then anorher,nill in the Evening he gent- 
Iy-Expired. He was Interr'd at Verone:: 
his Statue together with that of Andres 
Naugerus, delicately caſt in Brals, was 


erected mn the School of Padua by Jo- 


hannes Baptiſta Rhamnuſius. Has tellow 
Citizens, of Verona, .not to be behind 
Rhamnuſius wm relpect (two years after 
the ercting the brazen Statue in Pa 
da ) ſet up his Image un marble at 
Verona, in imitation of their Anceſtours 
Who had [performed the ſame honour 
to their Catulus and Pliny ; with Laurel 
round their Heads. 
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. TO 
| His Friend, 


The Writer of the 
ENSUING TRANSLATION. 
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| \ V An Anthour, worthy of the wablef8 Muſe: 
His leatned Pen has, what was long nnbnans, 

| 1# Roman language, like a Roman ſhows. 

And thine &i ſweet, in Britiſh numbers taight 

The Labours of his vaſt Peetich thought. 

Of Earth, of Seas, of putrid air He ſuig, 

To ſearch from whence that dire Contagion ſprung, 

Which ow does worſe than feleft Plagues defate 

The beauteous Form of God's reſembling Race. 
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From the Malignant influence of the Skies, 


"Tis ſure the Seeds of moſt Diſeaſes riſe. 
But if thu mercileſs conſumpug Flame, 


From V, my F Me ous þ Planets tay ; | 20 


Why rag'd it not much more in ancient Times, 


| 
| | | 
From Exhalations of tmpurer Climes » | | 
Refides ; no ſettled Cc onſequence can ſpring | 


From whatſo&er contingent Cauſes bring. ( 
The raging Peſtilence, that long lays waſt = # 
The ſpotted Prey, dewours it ſelf at laſt. * | « 


And ſure had this been neer ſoſtrong extail'd, | 
The vile ſucceſſion muſt &'er yow have fail d. 4 | 
Blame not the Stars; tis plain it neither fea. | 
From the diſtemper'd Heav'ns, nor roſe from Hel. 
Nor need we to the diſtant Indies rome ; | V 
The curſt Originals are rgrer home. | | 
Whence ſhould that foul infe@ious 7, orment. flow, | 
But from the banefull ſource of all our wo.? + | 


That 
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That wheedling, charming Sex, that. draws.us is 
To ev'ry puniſhment and evry ſin. \ PREY 

While Man by Heav'ns command, dud nature led, 
. | Through thiswaſt Globe his Maker's Image ſpread; 


l 
On barren Mountains, or rmpregnant foil;: \; 


The Godlike Figure form'd in evry womb." _ \, 
| Prolifick ſtems, for Ages yet to came. , 
| Dncurſt, becauſe he did not vainly to#l, ., -..' q,'?, 


: Healthful and vigorous,” He, ver the face. . 
| Of the wide Earth, diſpers'd the Sacred race. | 
| But now, that Tribe, who all our Rights invade, 
| Pervert the wiſe Decrees which Nature made. 
| Prompt to all ill, Inſatiately they fire 
| At evry pamper'd Brutes untam'd defire : 
| And while they proſtitute themſelves to more 
| Than Eaſt grn Kings had Concubines before ; 
The foul Promiſcuous Cuition breeds, 

Like jarring Elements, thoſe poiz nous ſeeds, 
Which 
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Which 2 GA hoſt of Symptomes bring; | 

And with oe carft Diſeaſe « Legion ſpring. 
Were the thtay d, deged rate race of Max, 

Untainted tow, & when it frft begav; 

And thert wert wo ſuch tort ring Plagne on Earth; 

The firft inconflant Wittch wou'd give it birth. 

Shus ber, as yoit wi'd fly from ſplitting Ricks ; 

' Not Wolves ſo fatal ate t6 teiider Flocks : 

Though round the world the dire Contagion flew, 

She's poiſon more, than Cer Pandora ſlew. 
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| Fo Hrough what adventures this unknown Diſeaſe 
| So lately did aſtoniſht Europe ſeize, , 
Through Afar Coaſts and Zibyan Cities ran, 

be And from- what Seeds the Malady began, 

Our Song ſhall tell: To Naples firſt it came 

| From, France, and juſtly took from France , his 

Companion of the War , 2 (Name, 
B The 


2 A Poetical Hiftory of 


The Methods next of Cure we ſhall expreſs, 


The wondrous Wit of Mortals in diſtreſs : 


But when their Skill too faint Reſiſtence made, 
Well ſhew the Gads deſcending to their aid. 


To reach the ſecret Cauſes we muſt riſe | 
Wore the Clokds,Jand tfavell o'&r the Skits. | 
The daring Subject let us then purſue, | 
Tranſported with an Argument ſo new, - 
Whiledpringing drdves and tQQrckull Birds ihvite 

_ And Muſes that in wondrous Theams delight. | 


O Bembus, Ornament of 7taly, 
If yer froth Carts of State tH6li'chinit be Tree, | 
If Z#9s Couritils Yet cn ſpate'thy Skill, | * 
And 1et the Bufitieks of the World ſtand tilt; | . 
O ſteal x viſit fo thoſe cool retreats, | 
The Muſes deateſt moſt frequented Seats; 
And, gehtle Betbus, do not there diſdain 
A Member of tlie Z/cutiplait "Triad, 


_ 
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> Attempting Phyſicks prafice to rehearſe, 


ite, 


"the. Proneh: Diſeaſe. 


And clothing Jow-Experiments-in-Verle. 

A Godinftrudts, theſe myſteries of' old 

By great Apolos ſelf in equal ſtreins were told. 
The ſmalleſt 'objedts oft attract our Eyes, 


But here; beneath a fmall appearance, hes - 


| A Source, that-greateſt wonder will create, - 


Of Nature much-and very much of Fate. 


But thou, Vrania, who alone canft trace 


| Firſt Cauſes, meafure out the Starry ſpace; 


That know'ſt the Planets number, force and uſe, 
And what Effe&s the vari'd Orbs produce : 
$0 may the Sphears thy Heavenly Courſe admire, 


The Stars with envy at thy Beams retire : 


| 
As thou a while thalt Condeſcend to dwell, 


With me on Earth, and make this Grove thy Cell; 
White Zephyrus,can my head, with Myrtle botind, 


| And imitating Rocks my Song refound. 
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Say, Goddeſs, to what Cauſe we ſhall at laſt 
Aſſign this Plague, unknown to Ages paſt ; 


If from the Weſtern Climes 'twas wafted o'er, / 


When daring Spaniards left their Native ſhore ; 
Reſolv'd beyond th' Atlantick to deſcry, , | 

| Conjeturd Worlds, or in the ſearch to dye, 
For Fame Reports. this Grief perpetual there, 
From Skies infe&ed and polluted Air : 

From whence 'tis grown ſo Epidemical, 

Whole Cities Victims to its Fury fall ; 


Few ſcape, for what relief where vital Breath, 


The Gate of Life, is made the Road of death ? 
Ifthen by Traffick thence this Plague was brought, 
How Dearly Dearly was that Traffick bought ! 
This Prodigy of ſickneſs, weak at firſt, | 
(Like Infant Tyrants and in ſecret Narſt) 


When once confirm'd,with ſudden rage breaks forth 
And icatters deſſolation through the Earth. 
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' So while the Shepherd travelling through the dark 
Strikes his dim Torch, ſome unſuſpe&ed Spark 
Falls in the Stubble, where it ſmothers long 
But by degrees becomes at laſt fo ſtrong, 
That now it ſpreads o'er all the Neighbouring ſoil, 
Devours at once the Plowmans hope and Toll ; 
The ſacred Grove next Sacrifice muſt be, 
Nor Fove can fave his dedicated Tree; 
The Grove Foments its Rage from whence it flies 
In curling flames and ſeems to fire the Skies. 
Yet obſervation rightly taken draws 
This new Diſtemper from ſome newer Cauſe ; 
Nor Reaſon can allow that this Diſeaſe, 
Came firſt by Comerce from beyond the Seas ; 
Since inſtances in divers Lands are ſhow®i; * 
To whom: all [ndian Traffick is unknown : 
Nor could th* Infe&tjon from the Weſtern Clime 
Seize diſtant Nations at the ſelf ſame time; © 
—_ B 3 And 
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And i in- Pomoter parts WU its Reign, 
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As. fierce and-rarly as-it did in Spare. 

What. ſlayghter in our /ta/y was-made 

Where Ziber's Tribute to the-Oceans paid; | 
Where Poe does through a hundred Cities glide, | 

And-pours as many- Streams into the Tide, | 

All at one Seaſon, all without-relief, 

Receiv'd and-janguilkt with the: commen:griet. 
. Nor can th. IafeQion firſt be changd -6n: Spary, | 

That fought new Worlds! beyond: the Weſtern | 

Since from: Pyrene's foot, to 1taly, '( Main, | 

It ſhed 1tsBane 0nFravce, while! 87am was Free. | 

As ſoon the fertile'Rhbme its fury found, | 


AndRegions with-eternal Winter-bourid ; + | 


| 


Nor ygt,did Southern Climes iss vengeance Jhith, | 
| But fols4flame mote ſeorchibg\thanrthe' Sun.) 
. rNlby Palmsvf Jdanow nefftetted fhobd, 

as da while her Ne oefflowsd; 
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, From whence. tis plain this, Peſt : muſt be FR 


To ſome more pow.rtull Cauſe and hard to, tind.. 


In all pr oductions of wuye Nature's hand, | 
Whether Conceiv'd in Air on Sea or Land ; 


No conſtant method does direct her way, 
But various Beings various Laws obey , 
Such things as from few Principles ariſe, 
In eyery place and ſealgn meet, our.cyes ; .. 
But what are ſram'd of Principles-aþtrpee, 
Such. places. onely and ſuch times, produce. 
Effects of yet a more ſtupendigus Birth, _ ., _. 
And ſuchas Naturemuſt wit h pangs. bring.forth, 
Where yiglent, apd. various Sgeds_ unite, , 
Break. lowly from the Boſome pf the Night 5. 
Long, in the: Womb of Fate the Embryos worn, 
Whale Ages paſs before. the Monſter's boyn, 

. Dilgaſesthys which various Seeds compound, 
As varigus.in pheir Birth and date. grs found. 
B 4 Some 
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Gine always ſeen, ſome long in darkneſs hurld, 
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That break their chains at laſt to ſcourge the World. | 4 


To which black Liſt this Plague muſt be aſſign'd, | * 
Nights fouleſt Birth and Terrour of Mankind. | 
Nor muſt we yet think this eſcape the firſt, 

Since former Ages with the like were curſt, 
Long ſince he ſcatter'd his Infernal flame, 

And always Being had, though not a Name, 
At leaſt what Name it bore is now unfound : 
Both Names and things in times Abyſs Iyedrown'd. | | 
How vainly then do we projeCt to keep 

Our Names remembred when our Bodies ſleep? | 
Since late Succeſſion ſearching their deſcent, 
Shall neither find our duſt nor Monument. | 
Vet where the Weſtern Ocean finds its bound 
(The World ſo lately by the Spaniards found) 
Beneath this Peſt the wretched Natives groan 


In every Nation there and always known, 


Such| 
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Such dire Effe&s depend upon a Clime, 
On varying Skies and long Revolving time : 
"The temper of their Air this Plague brought forth, 
The Soll it ſelf diſpos'd for ſuch a Birth. 
All things conſpird to raiſe the Tyrant there, 
But time alone cou'd fix his Conqueſt here. 
If therefore more diſtintly we would know 
Each Source from whence this deadly Bane did 
His Progreſs in the Earth we muſt ſurvey (flow, 
How many Cities groan beneath his ſway. 
And when his great Advancement we have trac'd, 
We muſt allow his Principles as vaſt. 
That Earth nor Sea th' Ingredients cou'd prepare 
And wholly muſt aſcribe it to the Air, 
The Tyrant's ſeat, his Magazine is there. 
The Air that do's both Earth and Sea ſurround, 


As eaſily can Earth and Sea confound ; 
J 133 
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What Fence for Bodies when at every pore vas Z 


' 'The ſoft Invader has an open door > - (Breath, 
What fence, where poyſon's dray:n with vitall | 
And Father Air the. Authoyr proves.of-Death 2 
Of ſubtile ſubſtance that with, eaſe receives 


Infeftion, which.as cafily it gives. | 
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Now by what means this dire Contagion firſt, 
Was form'd aloft, by what Ingredicats,nurſt, | 
Our Song ſhall.tell ;.2nd inthis wondrous Courſe, 
Revolving.times. and; varying, Planets, force. | 
Firſt then the Sun,wath all his train of: Stars, 

Amongſt our,Elements, raiſe. endlels Wars ; 

And when. the; Planets from their Stations Range, 
Our Orb is. influene'd, and feels, the Change. | 
The chiefeſt inſtance isthe/Suns retreat, | 
No ſooner he withdraws. his vital beat, 
But fruitkeſs Fields with Snqw, are,cover'd 0'er, 


The pretty Fountains run and talk no more. 


| 


Yet | 
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> Vet a hisGhariot to! toiths Crab returns, 
b, The Air, the Earth, the very Ocean:burns. 
| The Queen'of Night:cani boaſt no-lefsa-ſway, 


| At leaſt all humid things her,power obey. 
Malignant Saturn's Star as much:caniclaim, | 
| With 'friendly Fove's, bright #ars, -and aw 


| flame, | 

| And all'the-haſt-of- Lzghts-Wwithout a Name. \ 
' | Our-Elerhefies: beneathctheir miluenee-lye; 
Slaves to the very Rabble of the Sky. 
But» moſt when! many- meet-in one abode, 
Or when fomerPlanet efitersa new; road, 
Far diſtant ftont the! Courſe he us'd torun, 
Some mighty work of Fate is to be dohe. 
Long tradts of) time indeed miſt firſt be-ſpent, 
Before completion of ;the-yaſt- event ; 11; ! 
But when the'Revolutian; once is-magde :--.' | 
Whatmiſckicis Eatchrany Sea,ationceJavede! 
v/ Poor 
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Poor Mortals then ſhall all extremes ſuſtain 
While Heav'n diſſolves in Deluges of Rain ; 


Which from the mountains with impetuous —_ 

And headlong Rage, Trees, Rocks and Towns | 
ſhall force, 

Oer ſwelling Ganges then ſhall ſweep the Plain, 

And peacefull Poe outroar the Stormy Main. 

In other parts the Springs as low ſhall lye, 

And Nymphs with Tears, exhauſted ſtreams 
ſupply. 

Where neither Drought nor Deluges deſtroy, 


The winds their utmoſt fury ſhall employ ; | 
Whlie Hurricans whole Cities ſhall o'erthrow, | 
Or Earthquakes Gorge them in the depths below. 
Perhaps the Seaſon ſhall arrive ( if Fate | 
And Nature once agree upon the date) 

When this moſt cultivated Earth ſhall be 

} Vnpeopled quits, or drench'd beneaththe Sea; | 
20 When 
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> When ev'n the Sun another Courſe ſhall ſteer, 


And other Seaſons coaſtitute the year : 
The wondring North ſhall ſee the ſpringing Vine, 
And' Moors admire at Snow beneath the Line. 
New Species then of Creatures ſhall arife 
A new Creation Nature's ſelf ſurpriſe. 
Then Youth ſhall lend freſh vigour to the Earth, 
And give a ſecond breed of Gyants birth. 
By whom a new aſſault ſhall be perform'd, 
Hills heapd on Hills, and Heaven once' more 
be ſtorm'd. 
Since Nature's then fo lyable to change, 
Why ſhould we think this late Contagion ſtrange ; 
Or that the Planets where ſuch miſchiets grow, 
Should ſhed their poyſon on the Earth below 2 
Two hundred rowling years are paſt away, 


Since Mars and Saturn» in Conjunction hay. 


When 
* 
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Whenthrough the Eaſt awuaknown Fever Rag'd, , 
Of range: Effe&ts and by no. Arts Afſwag'd; 
From ſuffocated Lungs with. pain. theyidrew 
Their breath, and bloud for fpittle did -enſue'; 
Four daysthe wretches with this Plague were 
griev:d, 
(Oh diſmal fght) and. than by death vehiev'd. 
From thence to Perfa the Contagion came, 
Of whom th' Afyrians catch'd the ſpreading flame 
Euphrates next and Tigris did complain, 
Arabia too ſtil'd happy now in vain/; 
Then Phrygia mourn'd, 'from whence it eroſt the | 
(Too ſmall:to quench its flame) to '/ealy. (Sea | 
. Then fxorw this lower Orb. with me remove 
To view the'Starry Palaces above, -. 
Through allthe Roadsof wandring Planets rove. 
To ſearch in what poſitivn'they have-fto0d, 
And what Conjectures were fromthem made good. 
t; To 
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To find what Signs did former times direct, 
And what the preſent Age is to expett : 
From hence perhaps we thall with caſe deſcry 
The Source of this ſtupendions Malady. 


Behold how Cancer with portentous harms 
Before Heay'ns Gate unfoldshis threatning Armes; 
Prodigious- ills muſt needs from thence enſue, 

In which one Houſe we may diſtintly view 

A numerous Cabal of Stars conſpire, 

To hurl at once on Air their bainfull fire. 

All this the Rev'rend Artiſt did deſcry 

Who nightly watch'd the Motions of the Sky, 
Ye Gods (he-cry'd) what does your rage prepare, 
What unknown Plague engenders in the Air ? 
Beſides, I ſee dire Wars on-Exrope ſhed, 
Anſonian Fields with Native Gore oerſpread. 
Thus Sung rhe Sage, and to prevent dayate, 

In Writing 1c& the Story of our Fare. 
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When any certain Courſe of years is run 

Eer the next Revolution be begun, 

Heavens Method is, for Fove in all his State, 

To weigh Events and to determine Fate ; 

To ſearch the Book of deſtiny and ſhow 

What change ſhall riſe in Heav'n or Earth below. 

Behold him then in awtull Robes array'd, 

And calling his known Counſel to his aid ; 

Saturn and Mars the Thundring Summons call, 

The Crab's portentous Armes unlock the Hall, 

Mark with what various meen the Gods repair, 

Firſt Mars with ſparkling Eyes and flaming Hair, 

-So furious and addifted to Alarms, 

He dreams of Battals, though in Yenus Armes. 

But ſee with what auguſt and peacefull brow 

( Of Gold his Chariot if the Fates allow) 

Great Jove appears, whodo's to all extend 

Impariial Juſtice, Heav'n and Nature's friend. : 
L) Old 
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Old Saturn laſt with heavy pace comes on, 

Loath to obey the Summons of his Son ; 

Oft going ſtopr, oft pender'd in his mind 

Heaven's Empire loſt, oft to return inclin'd ; 

Thus, much diſtratted, and arriving late, 

Sits grudging down beſide the Chair of State, 

Jove now unfolds what Fate's dark laws contain, 

Which ove alone has Wiſedom to Explain ;, 

Sees ripning Miſchiefs ready to be hurl'd, 

And much Condoles the Suffrings of the World ; 

Unfolded views deaths Adamantine Gates, 

War, Slaughters, FaCtions and ſubverted States. 

But moſt aſtoniſh'd at a new. Diſeaſe, 

That muſt forrhwith on helpleſs Mortals ſeize, 

Theſe ſecrets he unfolds, and ſhakes the Skies ; 

The Gods Condole and from the Council riſe. 

Hell's Agent thus no ſooner quits his Cage, 

Bur on the ſtarting Spheres he hurles his rage ; 
C, The 
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The purer Orbs diſdain th' Infernal foe, 
And ſhake the Taint upon the Air below. 


The grofler Air receives the banefull Seeds, 
Converting to the Poiſon which it feeds : 
Whether the Sun from Earth this Vapour drew, 
In late Conjun&tion with his fiery Crew ; 

Or from Fermenting Seas by Neptune ſent 

In Envy to the higher Element, 

Is hard to ſay; or if more Powers combin'd, 
Sent forth this Prodigy to iright Mankind. 
The Offices of Nature to define, 

And to each Cauſe a true effect aſſign, 

Muſt be a Task both hard and doubtfull too, 
Since various conſequences oft enſue : 


Nor Nature always to her {elf is true. 


Some Principles ſhall on the Inſtant work, 


Whilſt others ſhall for tedious Ages lurk : 


Beſides, 


—_— 
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Beſides the Power of Chance ſhall oft My 


On Natures force, and cauſe Events to fail. 

Nor is the influence of Maladies 

Leſs various than the Seeds from whence they riſe. 
Sometimes th' infeted Air hurts Trees alone, 
To graſs and tender flowers pernicious known. 
The blaſt ſometimes deſtroys the furrow'd foil, 
With mildew'd Ears not worth the Reapers toil, 
Or if ſome Dale with Grain ſeems more enrich'd, 
It moulds and rots before the ſheaves are pitchd, | 
When Earth yields ſtore, yet oft ſome ſtrange 
Shall fall and onely on poor Cattel ſeize. (Diſeaſe 
Here it ſhall ſweep the Stock, while there it ſheds 


Its fury onely on devoted Heads. 


| My own Remembrance to this hour retains, 


An Autumn drown'd with never ceaſing Rains 


Yet this Malignant Luxury the breed 
Of Goats alone did rue, the reſt were freed, 


C 2 See 
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See how at break of day their number's told, 


See how the Keeper drives them from the Fold: 
Behold him next beneath a hanging Rock, 

And chearing with his Reed the browzing Flock, | 
While them he charms nor” is himſelf leſs 
_ ( ſeizd | 
With a ſharp ſudden Cough ſome darling Kid is 
The Cough his Knell, for witha giddy round 


He whirls, and ſtreight falls dead upon the ground. | 
This fever thus to Goats and Kids ſevere | 


While Autumn held,confined his Vengeance there; 


Next Spring, both lowing Herd and Beating, 
Flock 


At once it ſeiz'd, ſpar'd nonebut ſwept the Stock: 


With ſuch uncertainty from tainted Skies 
In Bodies plac't on Earth effeQts ariſe. 


Since then by dear experiment we find 


Diſeaſes various in their Riſe and Kind: 


| 
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* Of this Contagion let us take a view, 


More terrible for being Strange and new, 
That with the proudeſt- Son of Slaughter vies, 
And claims no lower kindred than the Skies ; 
And as he did aloft conceive his Flame, 

The proud Deſtroyer ſeeks no common Game, 
He ſcorns the well finn'd Sporters of the Flood, 
He ſcornsthe well plum'd Singers of the wood ; 
Diſdains the wanton Browzers of the Rock, 
Diſdains the lowing Herd and bleating Flock ; 
With Wolf or Bear, deſpizes to engage, 

Nor can the generous Horſe provoke his rage : 
The Lords of Nature onely he annoys, 

And humane frame, Heav'ns Images, deſtroys. 
The bloud's black viſcousParts he ſeizes firſt, 
By whoſe malignant Aliments he's nurſt ; 

And &er he can the fierce Aſſault begin, 


Fattions of humours take his part within ; 
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The ſtrongeſt Holds of nature thus he gains, | 
Quar'tring hiscrue|Troopsthroughout theveins, 


While fome morenoble Seat theTyrant's Throne 


contains, '' | | 

Such principles brought this Diſtemper- forth, 
Such Aliments maintain'd the dreadiull Birth. | 
His certain'{igns -and fymptoms to rehearſe, 


Is the.next taske of our inſtructiog Verſe. 4 | 


O, may-it-prove of ſuch a laſting date, 


T9 conquer Fime, and Triumph over Fate. 


— 02. 


Apollo's ſelf inſpires-the uſetull Song, 

And all that to 4Apolo dos belong, 

Like him;ſhould-ever,live and be for ever young. 
How ſhall Poſterity 2dmire our sk1ll, 

Taught by our Mufe® know the lurking ill, 
And when his dreadfull Viſage:they behold, 
Cry, this 1s the Diſeaſe whoſe Signs of old | 


Th inſpu'd Phyſician in bright numberstold. 


For 


| 
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* For tho th' infernal Peſt ſhould quit the Earth, 


Abſconding in the Hell, that gave it Birth; 

Yet after lazy Revolutions paſt 

The unſuſpe&ted Prodigy at laſt, 

Shall from the wombof Night once more be hurl'd, 
T infec the Skies, and to amaze the World. 
What therefore ſeems moſt wondrous in his courſe 
Is that he ſhould fo long conceal his Force; 

For when the Foe his ſecret way has made, 

And in our Intrails ſtrong detachments laid; 

Yet oft the Moon four monthly rounds ſhall ſteer 
Before convincing Symptoms ſhall appear; 

So long the Malady ſhall lurk within, 

And grow confirm'd before the dangec's ſeen; 
Yer with Diſturbance to the wretch diſeas'd, 
Who with unwonted heavineſs is ſeiz'd, 

With drooping Spirits, his affairs perſues, 

And all his Limbs their offices refuſe, 
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The chearfull glories of his Eyes decay, oY 
And from his Cheeks the Roſes fade away, 
A leaden hue ofr all his Face is ſpread, 
And greater weights depreſs his drooping Head ; 
Till by degrees the Secret parts ſhall ſhow, 
By open proofs the undermining Foe ; | 
Who now his dreadfull enſigns ſhall diſplay, 
Devour, and haraſs in the ſight of day. 
Again, when chearfull Light has leſt the Skies, 
And Night's ungratefull ſhades and Vapors riſe ; 
When Nature to our Spirits ſounds retreat, lh 
And to the Vitals calls Her ſtragling Heat ; 
When th' out worksare no more of warmth poſleſt, 
Bloudleſs, and with a load of humours preſt ; | 
When ev'ry kind Relief's retir'd within, 
'Tis then the Execrable Pains begin ; | 
Armes, Shoulders, Legs, with reſtleſs Aches vext, | 


And with Convulſions ev'ry Nerve perplext; |} 


For 


| 
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*For when through all our Veins th' InfeQtion's 


ſpread, 


'| *And by what cer ſhould feed the Body fed; 


When Nature ſtrives the Vitals to defend, 
And all deſtructive humours outward ſend: 
Theſe being viſcous, groſs and loath to ſtart, 
In its dull March ſhall torture ev'ry Part; 
Whence to the Bloudleſs Nerves dire Pains enſue, 
At once contracted, and extended too ; 
The thinner Parts will yet not ſtick fo faſt, 
But to the Surface of the Skin are caſt, 
Which in foul Botches o'er the Body ſpread, 
Prophane the Boſome, and deform the Head: 
Here Puſcles in the form of Achorns ſwelFd, 
In form alone, for theſe with Stench are fill'd, 


Whoſe Ripneſs is Corruption, that in time, 


Diſdain confinement, and diſcharge the ſlume ; 


Yet 
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You oh; the Foe wonlkd turn his Forces back, 

The Brawn and inmoſt Muſcles torattack, 

And pierce ſo deep, that the bare Bones have been 
Betwixt the dreadfullfleſhy Breackes ſeen ; 


When .on the vocal parts his Rage was ſpent, 
Imperfe&t. ſounds; for tunefull Speech was ſent. 
As.on a ſpringing, Plant, you have beheld 
The juice that through the tenderBark has ſwell'd, 
That from, the Sap's more viſcous part did come, 
Till bythe Sun condens'd mto a Gumm : '. 

50 when this. Bane, is ence. receiv'd within, 
' With ſuch, Eruptions he, ſhall force the Skin ; 
And:when the Hymoor tor a time has flow'd, 
Grow foxt at laſt, and: harden to a Node. 
Henge ſame youngSwain,aso0n the Rocks he ſtood, 
And finding there his lovely Cheeksdetormd, | 
Againſt the Stars, againſt the Gods he ſtorm'd: 
iT Mean 
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Mean while the'Sable Wings 0t:Night are: ſpread, 
And -balmy:Steep on eviry creature:thed, 

Theſe wretchesanety- no Repole could $ake, 

By this tormenting; Fiend fiil}kept Awake; 
Impatient tif the Morn reftord the'Light, 

Then curſt her Beams, and wi{h'd.again for Night. 
Ceres in vain her bleſſings did afford, 

In vain the flowing Goblet exown'd: the-Board ; . 
No- comfort they in large Poſſeſſions hed, 

Of Farms, -or Towns, / but &'en in Banquets fad: 
In vain thei Streams, and Meads they did frequent, 
The diſmal Thought perfu'd wheree er they:went; 
And when-for Proſped they-would climbthe Hill, 
The dire Remembrance Hagg d their Fancy ſtill: 
In vain the Gods themſelvest hey -did-invoks, 
Adorn'd theit Shrines and made their Aſtarsfmoak : 
They Brib'd and Pray'd,: yer ftill reliefleb lay, 
Their offer 4 Gutnms conſunrd leſs iaft than: they. 
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Shall I relate what I my ſelf beheld, 
Where O/ius ſtream with gentle plenty ſwell'd 
In thoſe fair Meads where O#iw cuts his way, 

A Youth of Godlike form I did ſurvey, 

By all the World beſides unparallel'd, 

And ev'n in 7taly by none excell'd ; 

Firſt Signs of Manhood on hisCheeks were thown, 
. A tender Harveſt, and but thinly ſown, 

Beſides thoſe charms that did his Perſongrace, 
Deſcended from a rich and noble Race: = 
What tranſport in SpeRatours did he breed, 


Mounted, and managing the fiery Steed, 

What Joy'at once, and Terrour did we feel, 
When he prepar'd for Field, and ſhone in Steel ? 
Of equal:Strength and Skill for Exercife, 

All conflidts try'd, but never loſt a Prize ; 

Oft in-the Chaſe his Courſer he'd forgo, 

Traſt his own Feet, and turnthe ſwiſteſt Roe. 


For 


F 
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\* For him each Nymph, for him each Goddeſs ſtrove, 
? | Of Hill, of Plain, of Meadow, Stream and Grove : 


Norcan we doubt that in this numerous Train, 
| Fome One (negleed) did to Heaven Rs 
Who though in vain She lov'd, yet did not Curſe( 
| in vain ; 
For whilſt the Youth did to his Strength confide, 
And Nerves in ev'ry Task of hardſhip try'd. 

This finiſh'd Piece, this celebrated Frame, 

The Manſion of a loath'd Diſeaſe became: 

| But of ſuch banefull, and malignant Kind, (find. 
' . As Ages paſt neer knew, and future neer ſhall | 


Now might you ſee his Spring of Youth decay, 
The Verdure dye, the Bloſſoms fall away ; 

The foul Infeftion o'er his Body ſpread, 
Prophanes his Boſome, and deforms his Head ; 
His wretchedLimbs wih filth and ſtench o'er flow} 
While Fleſh divides, and ſhews the Bones below. | 
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Dire Ulcers' (can the Gods permit thetn). prey *y | 
On his fair Eye-balls, and devour their Day, { 


Whilſt the neat Pyramid below, falls —_ 
quite away. 
Him neghbouring A/ps -bewail'd with conſtant 
Olius ; no more his wonted Paſſage knew (Dew, 
Hulls, Valleys, Rocks, Streams, Groves, his Fate 
Bemoan'd, 
Sebinus Lake from deepeſt Caverns groan'd. 
From hence. malitious Saturn's Force 1s known, 
.From whoſe malignantOrbthisPlague wasthrown, 
To whom: more cruel Mars aſliſtence lent, - 
And club'd his Influence to the dire Event: 
Nor could the malice of 'the Stars ſuffice, 
To make ſuch execrable Miſchief riſe; 
For certainly cer this Diſcafe began, 
. Through Hells dark Courts the curſing Fries ran, 


Where 


- 
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) {5 Where to aſtoniſht Ghoſts they did relate; 
Indreadfull Songs, the Burthen of our. Fate; 


The Styg:an Pool did to the bottome rake,....... 


And from its Dregs the curſt Ingredients take, 
Which ſcatter'd fince through Exrope wideand far, 
| Bred Peſtilence, and more conſuming War. 

Ye Deities who once our Guardians were, 
Who madeth 4u/onian fields your ſpecial Care, 
And thou O Saturn, Father of our Breed, 

From whence do's this unwonted Rage proceed 
Againſt thy ancient Seats ? 

| Has Fate's dark Store a Plague yet left, whichwe 
Have not ſuſtain'd ey'n to Extremity ? 

Firſt let Parthenope her griefs declare, 

Her Kings deſtroy'd her Temples fack't in War. | 
Who can the Slaughter of that Day recite, 

When hand to hand we joyn'd the Gals in fight, 


When 
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When Zarres Brook was ſo o'er-ſwell'd with Bloud 
Men, Horſes, Arms, rowPd downth' impetuous 


Eridanus in wandring Banks receives - (Flood? 


The purple Stream, and for our Fate with Brother ] 
To whateſtate, O wretched /taly (Zarrus grieves, | 
Has civil Strife redue'd, and mouldr'd Thee! | | 
Where now are all thy ancient Glories hurl'd? 
Where is thy boaſted Empire of the World ? / 
What nook in Thee from barb'rous Rage is freed, 
And has-not ſeen her captive Children bleed ? 
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That was not firſt to ſavage Armsa Prey, 
And do's not yet more ſavage Laws obey ? | 1 
Anſwer ye Hills where peacetull Cluſters grew, | 
And never till this hour diſturbance knew, | 
Calmas the Flood whichat youg Feet ye View ; 
Calm as Erethenus who on each (ide, ] 
Beholds your Vines,and raviſht with their Pride,» | . 
Moves ſlowly with his Tribute to the Tide. 
O Tal] 
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+0 7taly, our Ancient happy Seat, 


Glory of Nations, and the Gods Retreat, 


2 | Whoſe fruitfull Fields for peopled Towns provide, 


r | Where Athefis, and ſmooth Benacas glide, 
, | What words have force, thy Sufferings to relate, 
| Thy ſervile Yoke, and jgnominious Fate. 
Now dive, Benacss, thy fam'd courſegive o'er 
And lead thy Streams through Laurel-Banks no 
; more. 

Yet,when our Mis'ries thus wereat theirheight, 
As if our Sorrows ſtill had wanted weight, 
\ As if our former Plagues had been too ſmall, 
\ | Weſaw our Hope, Mzzerva's Darling fall, 
E Thy Funeral, Marcus, we did then ſurvey 
Snatcht from the Muſes Armes before thy day, 


| Benacus Banks at thy Interment groan'd, 


> | And neighbouring Athefis thy Fate bemoan'd ; 
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Where by the Moon's pale Beams, CatxJus came, 
And nightly ſtill was heard to ſound thy Name, | 


His Songs once more his native Seats inſpire, Ye 


The Groves were charm'd, and knew : their 
Maſter's Lyre. | 
'Twas now the Gals began their fierce Alarms, 
And cruſht Zzgaria with victorious Arms, 
While other Provinces as faſt expire 
By Czſar's Sword, and more deſtructive Fire; 
No Latian Seat was free from Slaughter found, 


Now for our ſecond Task, and what Relief .. 
Our Age has found againſt thus raging Grief, 
The Methcds now of Cure we will expreſs, 
The wondrous Wit of Mortals in diſtreſs, 
Aſtoniſht long they lay, no Remedy 


At firſt they knew, nor Courage had to try, Y 
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Wt learnt by ſlow Experience to appeaſe, 
:Mocheck, and laſt to vanquiſh the Diſeaſe. 
Yet after all our Study we muſt own 


r 1%ome Secrets were by Revelation known : 
For though the Stars in dark Cabals combirtd, 
ind for our Ruine with the Furies join'd, 
Yet were we not to laſt Deſtruction left, 
Nor of the Gods Protection quite bereft. 
f ſtrange and dreadfull Maladies have reign'd, 
W Wars, dire Maflacres we have ſuſtair'd, 
: [If Flames have laid our Fields and Cities waſte, - 


- }Our Temples too in common Rubbiſh caft ; 


{If fwelling Streams no more in Banks were kept, 
But Men, Herds,Houfes with theFlood were fwept ; 
Jt few ſurviv'd thefe Plagues, and Famine ſlew, 
The greater Part of that ſurviving Few. 
Yet of ſuch great Adventures we are proud; 

As Fate had to no former Age allow'd. 
D 2 For, 
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For, what no Mortals ever dar'd before, 
We have the Occan ſtemmid from ſight of Shore; 
Nor was't enough, by Az/as fartheſt bound, 
"That we the fair Z7eſperian Gardens found, 

That we t Arabia a new Paſſage ſought, | 


| 


While Ships for Camels the rich Lading brought: 


To th' outmoſt Eaſt, we ſince a Voiage made, 
And in the riſing Sun our Sails diſplay'd, 
Beyond the nd large trafts of Land did find, 
And left the World's reputed bounds behind, 
To paſs the World's reputed bounds was ſmall 
Performances, of greater Glory call 
Ourfam'd Adventures on the weſtern Shore, 


Diſcovering Stars, and Worlds unknown before; 


But waving theſe, our Age has yet beheld }- 


An inſpir'd Poet, and by none excell, 
Parthenope extoll'd the Songs he made, 
Sebethe's God, and YVirgil's facred Shade, 
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From Gardens to the Stars his Muſe would riſe, 


<> 


| And made the Earth acquainted with the Skies. 
His Name might well the Ages pride ſuſtain, 


) But many more exalted Souls remain; 

| Who, when Expir'd, and Envy with them dead 
| To equal the beſt Ancients ſhall be faid: 

But, Bembus, while this Liſt we do unfold, 


1 
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In which Heav'ns bleſſings on the Age are told, 
Leo, the moſt illuſtrious place do's claim, 
The great Reſtorer of the Roman Name; 


| By whoſe mild AſpeAs, and auſpicious Fire, 


Malignant Planets to their Cells retire. 

Jove's friendly Star once more is ſeen to riſe 

© And ſcatters healing Luſtre through the Skies, 
| He, onely He, our Loſſes could repair, 

| And call the Muſes to their native Air, 


' Reſtore the ancientLaws of Right and Juſt, ' 


Poliſh Religion, from Barbarian Ruſt, 
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For Heav'n, and Rome engagd in fierce Alarm o 
With pious Vengeance, and with ſacred Arms, 


Whoſe terrour to Euphrates Banks was ſpread, 
While Nz/e retir'd t his undiſcover'd Head, 
And frighted Doris div'd into his00zy Bed. | 
While ſome more able Muſe ſhall ſing his Name, | 
In Numbers equal to his Deeds and Fame. 
While Bembus thou ſhalt this great Theme rehearſe, 
And weave his Praiſes in eternal Verſe, 
Let me, in what I have propos'd, proceed 
Wit! Subject ſuted to my fender Reed. 


Firſt, then your Patient's Conſtitution learn, 


And well the Temper of his Bloud diſcern, 


If that be pure, with ſo much greater eaſe 


You will engage, and vanquiſh the Diſeaſe, | 
Whoſe venome, where black Choler choaks the 


Takes firmer hold,and will exa&t morePains(Veins, 
| | 


| 
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$f More violent Aſaults you there muſt make, 


And on thebatter'd Frame no pity take. 


Who e'er can ſoon diſcern the lurking Grief, 


With far leſs labour may expect Relief; 


| But when the Foe has deeper inroads made, 


And gain'd the fa&tious humours to his Aid, 
What Toil, what Conflicts muſt be firſt fuſtain'd 
Before he's diſpoſſeſt, and Health regain'd; | 
Therefore with Care his firſt approaches find, 
And hoard theſe uſefull Precepts, in thy Mind. 
From noxious Winds preſerve your ſelf with 
And ſuchare all that from the South repair (carez 
Of Fens and Lakes, avoid th' unwholſome Air. 
To open fields and ſunny Mountains fly 
Where Zephyr fans, and Boreas ſweeps the Sky : 
Nor muſt you there indulge Repoſe, but firay, 
And in continu'd a&tions ſpend the Day ; 


D 4 With# | | 


_—_ 


» 


A Poetical Hiftory of © 


———— 


With ev'ry Beaſt of Prey loud War proclaim, 


And make the grizly Boar your conſtant Game, 


Nor yet amongſt theſe great Attempts diſdain, 
To rouſe the Stag, and force him to the Plain, 
Some I have known to th' Chaſe ſo much inclin'd, 
That in the Woods they left their Grief behind, 
Nor yet think ſcorn the ſordid Plow to guide, 
Or with the pondrous Rake the Clods divide, 
With heavy Ax, and many weary blow, 


; Thettowring Pine, and ſpreading Oak o'erthrow ; 


The very Houſe yields Exerciſe, the Hall 


Hzs room for Fencing, and the bounding Ball. 
Rouze, rouze, ſhake oft your fond deſire of Eaſe, 
For Sleep foments and feeds the foul Diſcaſe, 


Tis then th' Invader do's the Vitals ſeize. 


But chiefly from thy Thoughts all ſofrows drive, 


Nor with Minerva's knotty Precepts ſtrive, 


| 
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With lighter Labours of the Muſes ſport, (reſort. 
And ſeek the Plains where Swains and Nymphs 
Abſtain however from the AC of Love, 

For nothing can ſo much deſtruCtive prove: 
Bright Yexus hates polluted Myſteries, 
Andev'ry Nymph from foul Embraces flies. 
Dire pra&tice | Poiſon with Delight to bring, 
And withthe Lovers Dart, the Serpent's ſting. 

A proper Diet you muſt next prepare, (care; 
Than which there's nothing more requires your 
All Food that from the Fens is brought refuſe, 
Whate'er the ſtanding Lakes or Seas produce, 


| Nor muſt long Cuſtome paſs for an Excule; 


Therefore from Fiſh in general I diſſuade, 
All theſe are of a waſhy Subſtance made, 
Which though the luſcious Palate they content, 


Convert to Humours more than Nouriſhment ; 
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Ev'n Giltheads, though moſt tempting tothe ſight, 
And ſharp-fin'd Perch that in the Rocks delight. 
All ſorts of Fowl that on the Water prey, 
By the ſame Rule I'd have remov'd away, | 
Forbear the Drake,and leave Rome's ancient Friend | 
The Capitol and City to Defend. | 
No leſs the Buſtard's luſcious Fleſh decline, 
Forbear the Back and Entrails of the Swine, 
Nor with the hunted Boar thy Hunger ſtay, 
Enjoy the Sport, but ſtill forbear the Prey. 
I hold nor Cucumber nor Muſhroms good, 
And Artichoke is too ſalacious Food : | 


Nor yet the uſe of Milk would I enjoin, 
Much leſs of Vinegar or eager Wine, 


Such as from Rhetia comes, and from the Rhine ; ) | 
The Sabine Vintage is of fafer Uſe, 


Which mellow and Well-water'd fields produce: 


But 2 
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\ © But if yonr Banquets with the Gods you'd make 
Of Herbs and Roots the unbought Dainties take; 
Be ſare that Mint and Endive ſtill abound, 


\ And Sowthiſtle,with leaves in Winter crown'd, | 


And Sian by clear Fountains always found ; 
| To theſe add Calamint, and Savery . 
Burrage and Balm, whoſe mingled ſweets agree, 
Rochet and Sorrel I as much approve: 
The climbing Hop grows wild in ev'ry Grove, 
Take thence the infant Buds, and with them join 


| The curling Tendrells of the ſpringing Vine, 
| Whoſe Armes have yet no friendly ſhadeallow'd, 
Nor with the weight of juicy Cluſters bow'd. 


Particulars were endleſs to rehearſe, 

And weightier Subjects now demand our Verſe. 
We'll draw the Muſes from 4o»/a» Hills, 

To Natures Garden, Groves and humble Rills, 
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Where if no Laurels ſpring, or if I find 
That thoſe are all for Conquerours deſign'd; 
With Oaken Leaves at leaſt Il bind my Brow, 


' For millions ſav'd you muſt that Grace allow. 
At firſt approach of Spring, I would adviſe, 
Or ev'n inAutumn months it ſtrength ſuffice, 
'To bleed your Patient in the regal Vein, 
And by degrees th' infefted Current drein : 
, Butin all Seaſons fail not to expell, 
And purge the noxious Humours from their Cell; 
But fit Ingredients you muſt firſt collect, 
And then their different Qualities reſpe, | 
Make firm the Liquid and the Groſs diſſe. 
Take, therefore, care to gather, in their prime, 


The ſweet Corycian and Pamphilian Tyme, | 


Theſe you muſt boil, together with the Reſt 
In-this enſuing Catalogue expreſ; : 
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Fennell and Hop that cloſe Embraces weaves, 
Parſley and Fumitory's bitter Leaves; 

Wild Fern on ev'iry Down and Heath you'll meet 
With Leaves reſembling Polypus's ſhagg'd feet, 
And Mayden-hair, of virtue ſtrange, but true 
Fordipt in Fountains, it reteins no Dew : 
Hart's-tongue and Citarch muſt be added too. 

The greater Part, and with ſucceſs more ſure, 

By Mercury perform the happy Cure; 

A wondrous virtue in that Mineral lies, 
. Whether by force of various Qualities » :: 
Of Cold and Heat, it flies into the Veins, © * 
And with a fiercer Fire their Flame reſtrains, 
Conqu'ring the raging Humours 1n their Seat, 
As glowing Steel exceeds the Forge's heat, 

Or whether his keen Partickes (combin'd 


With ſtrange connexion)whenth'are once disjoin'd, 


Diſperſe, 
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| Diſperſe, all Quarters of the Foe to ſeize, 
And burn the very Seeds of the Diſcaſe ; 


Or whether 'tis with ſome more hidden force 


Endow'd by Nature to perform its Courſe, 

Is hard to ſay, but though the Gods conceal 
The virtual Cauſe, they did its uſe reveal. (ſhew, 
Now by what means 'twas found our Song ſhall 
Nor may we let Heav'ns Gifts in Silence go. 

In Syrian Vales where Groves of Oſter grow, 
And where Ca//irrhoe's ſacred Fountains flow. 
Tkeus the Huntſman, who with Zeal ador'd 
The rural Gods, with Gifts their Altars ſtor'd ; 
Was yet afflicted with this reſtleſs Grief, 

And, if Tradition may obtain belief, 
As he was watering there cach fpicy Bed, 
Thus to entreat the Sy/vax Pow'rs, is ſaid. 
You Deities by me ador'd, and Thou, 
/ Callirrhoe, who do'ſt Relict allow 
*Gainſt 
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'Gainſt all Diſeaſes, as I ſlew for Thee 

The Stag, and fixd his Head upon a Tree; 

A Tree that do's with leſſer Branches ſpread, 
Than thoſe that join to that molt horrid Head: 
You facred Pow's if you'll remove away (Day, - 
This plague that Racks my Frame all Night and 
I, all the mingled glories of the Spring, 

Lilies and Violets to your Seats will bring, 

With Daffadills firſt budding Roſes weave, 

And on your Shrines the fragrant Garland leave. 
He ſaid, and down upon the Herbage lay, 

Tird with the raging Pain, and raging Day. 
Callirrhoe (bathing in the neighbouring Well, 
With Musk that grew in Plenty round the Cell) 
Heard the Youth's pray'r and ſtreight in ſoft repoſe, 
Th' indulgent Nymph his heavy Eyes did cloſe, 


Then to his Fancy, from her ſacred Streams, 


Appear'd and charm'd him with prophetick 
Tleeus 


Dreams. 
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Tens (ſaid ſhe) my Servant, and my Care, 
The Gods at laſt have hearken'd to thy Pray'r; 


= 


Yet, on the Earth, as far as So/ can ſpy, 
For thy Diſeaſe remains no Remedy. - 
Cynthia and Phebus too at her Requeſt, F 
Into thy tortur'd Veins have ſent thisPeſt, | | 
The Stag to her was ſacred which you ſlew, 
And this the Puniſhment that did enſue, 
For which the Earth, as far as So/ can ſee, 
The ſpacious Earth, affords no Remedy : 
Then ſince her Surface no relief can lend, 
Toher dark Entrails for thy Cure deſcend ; 
A Cave there is its ſelf an awfull ſhade, 
But by Fove's ſpreading Tree more dreadfull made, 
Where mingling Cedars wanton with the Air, | 
Thither at firſt approach of Day repair 
A jet-black Ram before the Entrance ſlay, 
| And cry, theſe Rites great Ops to Thee I pay. | 
| The 
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The leſſer Pow'rs, pale : Ghoſts and Nyinphs. of 
Night, ig) 
The Smoak of Yew and' Cypreb lhall-invite; 1 
| Theſe Nymphs ſhall at the quemoft Entranceſtay, 
' And through! the, dark Retreatgondudt thy, way: 
| Riſe, riſe,. nar think all this an idle Dream, - 
For know. Lata the-Goddefs;of this Streams, +: 
This for : thy. pious Hotmage-to my Cell-,--- 
So ſpake the Nymph; and div'd-joto, che Well. - 
The Youth ſtarts up aſtoniſh'd, burrcfiordy) 
«| With gratefull-pray'rs th 6bliging Nymph gdor's 
| Thy Voice, bright Goddeſs, Fl with ſpeed OFF» 
O ſtill aſſifand bleſs me on my Ways. zti12: 1 1 
With the-pext Dawn the ſacred” Cavg he.fqund, 
| With ſpreading Oaks andtowring Cedars crawn'd; 
A jet-black-Ram did at the Entraace'ſlay, ”. - 
And cry'd theſe Rites, great Ops, to theo-pay + 


The 
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The kiſſer Pow'rs, pale Ghoſts and Nymphs of þj, 
Night, C 
The Smvak of Yew and Cypreſs did invite. 
His Voice reſounding through the hollow Seats, | 5 


Diſturb'd the Nymphs within their deep Retreats. | » 
Thoſe Nympts that-toil in Metals underground, | « 
Gave Oer their Workat:th' unexpe&ted Sound ; | | 
Some Quickſilver and Sulphur others brought, | - 
Froinwhich calcir/d che goldenOar was wrought; | 
: Of pare Atherial Light a bundred beams, 
| If Subterranean fire a hundred Streams, 
Wk Varicus'fecds of Earth and Sea they joy n'd, | 
For hitnane Eyes too ſubtle and refin'd. | 
But Z7)ye who forms the richer Oar, 
And to the Ftynace brings the Sulph'rous ſtore, 
To 7levs through the dark Receſies broke, | 
And intheſe words the trembling Youth beſpoke: | 


Thens 
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Callirrhoe ſends you hither for relief; 

Nor has the Goddeſs counfelt'& you in vain, 

| | Theſe Celkafford a Med'cine for your Pain ; 

$ | Take courage therefore; and the Charge obey, 

), | She faid; -and through rhe Cavern leads the way: 
He follows wondring at the dark aboads;  * 

The ſpacious Voids and Subterranean Rouds ; 

; | Aſtoniiſtit there ro ſee thoſe Rivers move ,.-/ 
Which he obſerv'd to tofe rhemſclves above : 

| Exch Cave, cry'd Lipare, ſome Pow'r contains, 


| th loweſt Manfion Proferpine remains ; 

| The middfe Regions Pluto's Treafure hold, 

And Nymphs that work in Silver, Brafs and Gold, 

| Of which rich Train am I, whoſe Veins extend, 
| And to Calirrbee's Stream the fmoaking Sulphur 

: | ſend. 
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Thus 
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Thus through theRealms of Night they took their 

way, 6 
And heard from far the Forge and Furnace play.” | ' 
Theſe (ſaid the Nymph) the Beds of Metals are, | - 


1 


That give you wretched Mortals ſo much Care. 
By thoufand Nymphs of Earth and Night enjoy'd; 
Who yet in various Tasks are all employ'd. 
Some turn the Current, ſome the Seeds diſſet 
Of Earth and Sea, which ſome again cole, 
That, mixt with Lightning, makethe golden Oar, 


While others quench in Streams the ſhining ſtore. | 
Not far from hence the Cyc/op's Cave is found, | 
See how it glows, hark how their Anvils ſound.” 
But here turn off, and take the right-hand way, 
This Path do's to that facred Stream convey, 

In which thy onely Hope remains: She faid, 
And under golden Roofs her Patient led, 
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'Þ Hard by, the Lakes of liquid: Silver flow'd, 
Which to the wondringY outh theGoddeſs ſhow'd; 
y.'| Thrice waſhtin theſe (faid ſhe) thy Pains ſhall end, 
And all the Stench into the Stream deſcend. 

| Thrice with her Virgin hands the Goddeſs threw 
d; | On all his ſuffering Limbs the healing Dew : 
| He, at the falling Filth admiring ſtood, 
| And ſcarce believ'd for joy, the virtue of the Flood. 


When therefore you return to open Day, 


r, | With Sacrifice Diana's Rage allay, 


e | And Homage to the Fountain's Goddeſs pay. 
Thus ſpake the Nymph, and through the Realms 

d. | of Night, 

Reſtor'd the gratefull Youth to open Light. 


This ſtrangs Invention ſoon obtain'd belief, 


And flying Fame divulg'd the ſure Relief, 

But firſt Experiments did onely joyn, 

| Andfor a Vehicle uſe lard of Swine: 
| E 3 
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Larch-gum and Turpentine were added next, 


That wrought more ſafe and jeſs the Patient vext; 


1 

F 
Horſe-greaſe and Bears with them they did come | « 
Bdellium and Gum ot Cedar uſctull found ; (pound, | | 
Then Myrrh,and Frankincenſe were us'd by ſome, | 1 
r 

I 

/ 

| 
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With living Sulphur and Arabian Gum; 

But if black Helebore be added too, 

With Rain-bow Flowers your Method [allow ; 

Benzoin and Galbanum I next require, 

Lint-Oil, and Sulphut'> Cer it feels the Fire. 
With theſe Ingredients mix'd, you muſt not fear | b 


Your ſyffering Limbs and Body to beſmear, [ ( 
Nor let the foulneſs of the Courſe diſpleaſe, | / 
Obſcene indeed, but leſs than your Diſeaſe: , 


Yet when you do anoint, take ſpecial care 


That both your Head and tender Breaſt you ſpare, | ( 


This done, wrapt cloſe and ſwath, repair to Bed, | 
And there let ſuch thick CovTings be o'c-rſpred, 
Till 
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Till ſtreams of Sweat from ev'ry pore you force : 


3 | For twice five Days you muſt repeat this Courſe; 
+ | Severe indeed bur you your Fate muſt bear, 


|, | and ſigns of coining Health will ſtreightfappear. 
| The Maſs of Humours now diſffolv'd within, 
To purge themſelves by Spittle ſhall begin, 
| Till you with, wonder at your feet ſhall ſee, 
| Atide of Filth, and bleſs the Remedy. 
For Ulcers that ſhall then the Mouth offend, 


Boil Flowers that Privet and Pomgranets ſend. 


Ir | Now, TT; I would forbid the Uſe 

| Of generous Wine that noble Soils producey 

| All forts withoutdiſtindtion you muſt fly, 

The ſparkling Bowl with all its Charms deny. 
Riſe, now victorious, Health is now at hand, 

c, | One labour more is all I ſhall command, 
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Eaſic and pleaſant; you maſt laſt prepare 
Your Bath, with Roſemary and Lavander, 


Vervaigand Yarrow too muſt both be there; 


'Mongſt theſe your ſteeping Body you muſt lay, 
To chear you, and to waſh all Dreggs away. | 


But now the verdant Bleſſings that belong 
To new diſcover'd Worlds demand our Song, | 
Beyond Herculcay bounds the Ocean roars 

With loud applauſe to thoſe far diſtant Shoars. 


The facred Tree muſt next our Muſe employ, 


That onely could this raging Plague deſtroy ; 
Juſt Praiſe (Prania) to this Plant allow, | 
And with-its happy Leaves upon thy Brow, 
Through all our Zatian Cities take thy way, 
Andto admiringCroud the healingBoughs diſplay ; 


Een I my ſelf ſhall prize my Streins the more, 


For Bleſſings never Seen nor Sung before. 


Perhaps | 


| 


Þ 
b4 


the French Diſeaſe. 


k | = —  - — — - _—— —_ 


Perhaps { "0M more vicked Poet (warm'd, 
For Marrial Streins)with this new ſubje&tCharm'd 
Shall quit the noble buſineſs of the Field, 
Bequeath to Ruſt the Sword and poliſht Shield, 
Leave wrangling Heroes that o'ercame or Dye, 
Both ſhrouded in the ſame obſcurity 5 
Paſs oer the haraſt Soil and bloudy Stream, 
To proſecute this more delighttull Theme; 
To tell how firſt auſpicious Navies made 
More boldattempts,and th'Ocean's bounds eſlay'd; 
To ſing vaſt Tracts of Land beyond the Main, 
By former Ages gueſs'd, and wiſht in Vain, 
Strange Regions, Floods and Cities to rehearſe, 
And with true Prodigies adorn their Vere; 
New Lands, new Seas, and ſtill new Lands toſpy, 
Another Heaven; and other Stars deſcry. 
When this is done reſume their Martial Strein, --/ 
And crown our Cpnqueſts in each favage Plain; 
That 
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That ev'n from Vanquiſhment advantage draws, 

Enrich'd with European Arts and Laws, 

"Shall ſing (what future Ages will confound ) 

How Earth and Sea one Veſlel did Surround. 

Thrice happy to Bard whom indulgent Heav'n, 

A Soul capacious of this Work has giv'n. 

My weaker Muſe ſhall think her Office done, 

Of all theſe wonders to record but one: 

One ſingle Plant which theſeglad Lands produce 

To ſpecific and ſhew -it's ſov reign Uſe, 

By what adventures found, and wafted o'er 

From unknownWorlds toEsrope's wondring ſhore. 
Far Weſtward hence where th' Ocean ſeems to - 

Beneath fierce Cancer, lies a ſpacious Iſle, (boil 


Deſcry'd by Spaniards roving on the Main, 
And juſtly honour'd with the Natne of Spaiv. 
Fertile in Gold but far more bleſt to be, 
The Garden of this conſecrated Tree : 


Its 


Its Trunkere&t, but on his Top 1s ſeen, 
A ſpreading Grove with Branches ever Green; 
Upon his Boughs a little Nut is found, 

But poignant and with Leavesencompaſsd round; 
The ſtubborn Subſtance toothleſs makes the Saw; 
And ſcarcely from the Axe receives a flaw ; 
Diſſeed, various Colours meet your view, 
The outward Bark is of the Laurel hue ; 

The next like Box, the parts more inwards ſet, 
Of dusky grain bur not ſo dark as Jet ; 

If to theſe mixtures you will add the Red, 

All colours of the gaudy Bow are ſpread. 

This Plant the Natives conſcious of its uſe 
Adore, and with religious Care produce ; 

On ev'ry Hill, in ev'ry Vale'tis found, 

And held the greateſt Bleſſing of the-ground ' 
Againſt this Peſt that always Ragesthere, | 
From Skies infe&ed and polluted Air: 
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33 =f 1 Foutward Bark as uſeleſs they refuſe, 
" Burrwith their utmoſt force the Timber bruiſe, 
yg ” or break in Sphnters, which they ſteep a while J 
In fountains, and when ſoak'd, in Veſſels boil, | 
Regardleſs how too fierce a fire may make 


The juicerun o'er, whoſe healing Froth they take, 
With which they Bath their Limbs where Puſtles 
And heal theBreaches where direUlcers feed.(breed, 


Half boil'd away the Remnant they retain, 


And adding Hony boil the Chips again: | 


"To uſe no other Liquor when they Dine, 
Their Countries Law, and greater Prieſt enjoyn : 
The firſt Decotion with the riſing Light 
They drink, and once again at fall of Night ; | 
This courſe they ſtriftly. hold when once begun, | 
Till Cynthia has her monthly Progreſs run, 
Housd all'the while where no offenſive Wind, 
Nor the leaſt breath of Air can entrance find. 
Lad But 


. Guns 
Fact» + ct 

. Oat 

q 


Q——— 


the French Dih 


D—_. 


Bat who will yield'as credit to pron HIS \* a 
And'tell how wondrous flenderly they Feed; fir 19. 
Juſt ſo much Food as can bare Life preſerve, O03 
And toits joint connect each feeble Nerve : > 
Yet let not this flrange Abſtinence deter, 

And make you think the Method too ſevere; '?7 
This Drink it felf will waſted Strength repair, 


For Nettar and Ambrofia too are there; 


, All offices of Nature it maintains, 


_ The Heart refreſbes, and recruits the Veins. 


When the Draught 's tane, for two hours and no 
The Patient on his Couch is coverd'o*er; (more 


For þy this means the Liquor with more caſe, 


——— — = 


Expells in ſtrearns of Sweat the foul Diſcafe/-"4 


| —O— ” 


All Parts ( Oprodigy !) grow found within, 
Nor any Filth remains upon the Skin; 


Freſh youth in ev'ry Limb, freſh vigour's found, © 


And now the Moon has run her monthly Round. 


What - - 


What God did firſt the woridrous uſe diſplay,” 
Of this bleſt Plant, what chance did firſt convey 
Our European Fleet to that rich: ſhore, 

That for their Toil (o rich a Traffique bore, 

Our Song ſhall now unfold;. a Navy boung-: 


For no known-Port nor yet diſcover'd Ground, 
Refolv'd the ſecrets of the Main to find, 

And now. they leave their Native thore belyind, > 
Clap on more Sail and skudd betore the Wind.” 
Thus on the ſpreading Ocean they did-ſtray; 


Far:many Weeks uncertain of their way: 


The thronging .Sea-Nymphs wondring at the 


Of cach tall Ship appear above the Tide, (Pride, 
And with proportion'd ſpeed arpund them glide, 
Charm'd with. each, painted Stern and golden 
Witheachgay Streamer, ſtriviongasthey go(Prow; 
To. catch their PiQtares in the Flood below. 


"Twas 
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*Twas night, but Cy»:4ia did ſuch beams diſplay, 
So ſtrong as more than half reſtor'd the Day. 
Whenthe bold Leader of this roving Train, 
(The braveſt Youth that ever ſtemm'd the Main;) 


As on the Decks he lay with anxious care, 


And watchfull o'er his charge,conceiv'd this Pray r; 
Bright Goddeſs-af the night (ſaid he) whoſe fway, 
All humid Things and: theſe vaſt Seas obey ; 
Twice have we ſeen thy infant Creſcewts ſpring, 
And twice united in a glorious Ring, | 
Since firſt this Fleet commenc'd her reſtleſs toil, + 
Nor yet have gain'd the Sight of any Sail. 
O Virgin Star, of nightly Planets chief, 
Vouchſfate your weary Wanderers relicf ; 
Let ſome fair Continent at laſt ariſe, 
| Or forme Is diſtant Ile ſalute our Eyes ; 
At leaſt forme Rock with one {mall Rill and Pare, 
For theſe o'er-labour'd Boats and Youths ſupport. 
The 
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The Goddeſs heard not this ALS it! Vain; 
But leaves to her noQturnal Steeds: the Rein; - 


And like a Sea-Nymph floats upon the Maint”) | H 
Sowell diſguis'd That Clotho's ſelf might be 1 { | A 
Deceiv'd, and take her for Cymarhoe ; -- - T 
Withſuch a meen'ſhe cut the yielding Tide; | | Fi 


And in theſe words beſpoke the wandring Guidez | -F 

Take courage; forthe next approaching Day, - 

Shall ſee theſe Ships ſafe riding in the Bay ; 

But ſtay not l6ng where firſt your: Anchors fatt, 
« TheFates to yet mdre diſtant Regions'call ; 


Find Ophyre high-ſeated in the Main; 

Thoſe Seats for-you the Deftinics ordain.”: 
She ſaid, and puſht the Keel; a brisker Gate 
Forthwith deſcends and pregnates'evTy Sail: . 
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Now from the Eaſt the Sun invites their Eyes; 


As faſt they weſtward ſee the Mountains riſe 


Like 
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Like clouds at firſt, but as they neai 
Rocks, Groves and Springs were open'd to their 
High on the Deeks the joytull Sailers ſtand,(View 3 
And thrice with Shouts falute ff expected Land. 
Then ſafely Anchor'd in the promisd: Bay; 

| Firſt to.the Gods their juſt Devotion' pay. 


r. drew, 


Four days, ; no more, are ſpent upon this Soil, -- 
To fit their ſhatter'd Ships for farther Toil, 

_ Each hand once more, is to his Charge. aſligad,' 
All take advantage of the friendly Wind 


A ſwift and ſteddy courſe they now maintain, 
And leave 4nthylia floating on the Main: 

With ZZagia's coaſt, and tall Ammeria's Iſle,  . 
The Cannibals moſt execrable Soul, 

Ofr all the Deep they.now ſee Turrets riſe, 


And Iſlands without gumber meet their Eyes; - 


*'Mong(t - 
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'Mongft theſe they cngled 6n one from whetice they þ 
hear'd 

Streaths fall, while ſpreading Grovesaloft appear'd, 
Chartn'd withthMObjeRstherethey pur to ſhore, 
Where firſt the Iſlands Genius they adore, 

Then ſpread theit Banquet on the verdant ground, 
Whilſt Bowls of ſparkling Wine go nimbly round; 
Refreſh, they ſeparate, ſometo deſcry 

The country, others mort 0e-joy'd roſpye , 
Beneath the Flood pure Gokd [ye mixt with Sand; | 
And ſeize the ſhining Oar with greedy habd, T, 
At length a Flock of painted Birds they view, | x, 


With #zure Pluymes and Beaks of Coral-hue, ue 

Which fearleſs through the Gladesdideetn torove, 

And perclit ſecurely intheir native Grovez | 

The Youthsto temper'd Engins have recourſe 

That imitate the Thunders dreadfull Force, A 
Vulcan's 
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| Valeart's invention While with wondrous Art, 

"| He did to Men the Arms of Fove impart z 
Each takes his Stand and ſingles out his Mark, 
- | The dire Ingredients with a ſudden Spark 


- 


Enflam'd, diſcharge with rage the whizzing Ball, 
The unſuſpeing Birds by hundreds fall; 
The Air with Smoak and Fire is cover'd round, 
The Groves and Rocks aſtoni(ht with the ſound, 
* | And ſhaking Sands beneath the Seas rebound. 
The Remnant of the Flock with terrour fly | 

| ToRocks whoſe Turrets ſeem'd to piercethe Sky ; 

- From whence with humaneVoice(O direPortemt!) 

| One of thisfeather'd Tribe theſe Numbers ſent. 
| You whohave Sacrilegioufly aſſay'd, 
TheSun'slov'd Birds, and impiousſlaughter made, 
Hear what th' earagd avenging God prepares, 


And in prophetick Sounds by me declares. 


F'2 Know, 
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Know, you at laſt have reacht your promis'd foil," 
For this is Ophyre's long expetted Iſle, 

But deſtin'd Empire ſhall not yet obtain 
Of Provinces beyond the weſtern Main, 
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The Natives of long Liberty deprive, 
Found Citzes, and a-new Religion give, | 
Till Toils by Earth and Sea are undergone, ' '| | 
And many dreddfull Battels loſt and won; The 
For, moſt thall-leave your Trunkson foreign Land, | 


Few ſhatter'd Ships ſhall reach your native Sand; 


In vain ſhall ſome Sail-back again to find, | 
Their wretched Comrades whom they left behind; 
Whoſe Bones of fleſh deveſted ſhall be found, 
For Cyclops too 1n theſe dire Coaſts abound : 
YourFoes o'er-come, | your Fleet in Civil Rage | 
Shall diſagree, and Ship: with Ship engage. 
Nor end your ſufferings here, a ſtrange Diſeaſe, 


And moſt obſcene ſhall on your Bodies ſeize; 


”. 
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ln this diſtreſs your Errour you ſhall mourn, 
| Andto theſe injur'd Groves for Cure return; 

This dreadfull-Doom the feather'd Prophet ſpoke, 
And ſculkr within the Covert of the Rock. | 
- Aſtonitht with the unexpeRed ſound, 
Th' offending Men fell proſtrate on the ground ; 
Forgiveneſs' from the ſacred Flock to-gain, 
But chiefly 'Phezbus Pardonitovbtain. 
The Guardians of the Grove to reconcile, 
And once more hail the fair'Ophyrian Iſle: - --*- 
"Fheſe:Rites petform'd, returning on their way, | 
p A-race'with humane Shape they did ſurvey,” 
But black as Jet, who fally'&from the Woody! - 
And made theYale moredark in whichthey ftvod ; 
No Garment o'er their Breafts or Shoulders.fpread, 
And wreiths:of peacefull Olive on theig:Head 


Unarm'd, yet more with wonder ſtruck than fear, 


" Thiey view'd the Strangers, and approaclyd more 
near ; F 
F 3 Aſtoniſhr 
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Aftoniſht at their glittering Arms, but more 
At each proud Veſkl lodg'd upon the Shore, Ar 
The Flags and Streamers ſporting with the Wind, | w 
And thought their Owners mote thati humane W 
A 
T 
if 


Some Gotls ot Hefves to the Gods ally'd, ( kind, 
And more than Mortal reverence apply'd; 

But to our Chief theit firſt Reſpect they paid, 
And cheap, but yet moſt royal Preſents made, 
Rich golden Oar, of uſe and worth unknown, p 
And onely prizd by them becauſe it ſhone, f 
With which the bleſſings of their Fields werebom, | ' 
Ripe blaſking Fruits and pondrous Ears of Corn; | * 
Unpoliſht but capacious Veſſels fill'd oY 

With Hony from eath fragrant Tres: 1d, | 
Whieh did from Heaven in nightly Dew arrive; 
Without the tedious labours of the Hive. | 


With 
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With them our Garments like Reception found, 
And now theTribes fate mingled on the Ground, 
With ndiax Food and Spaniſh Vintage crowd: 
Who can expreſs the Savages delight, 
As if the Gods ſome Mortal ſhou'd invite 
To heavenly Courts, and with the NeAar-bowl 
Into a Deity exalt his raviſht Soul. 

By chanee the ſolemn Day was drawiog near, 
The greateſt Feſtival of all the Year; 
And to the Sun their greateſt God belong'd, 
To which from ev'ry part the Natives throng'd, 
With whom their Neighbours of Heſperia'met ; 
And now within the ſacred Vale were ſet 
Each Sex, and all degrees of Ape were ſeen, 
But plac'd without diſtin&ion onthe Green; 
Yer from the Infant to the grizled Head, | 


A cloud of Grief o'er ev ry Face was ſpread, 


F 4 All 
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All languiſt'd with the ſame obſcene: Diſeaſe; ' 7/ 
And years; not Strength diſtinguiſht theDegpeess |* 
Dire flames upon their Vitals-fed within». i 77 | " 
While Sores and cruſted Filth prophan'dtheir Skit! 
, Ar laſt the Prieſt in ſnowy Robes array'd,'/ 
The Boughs of healing Guiacum diſplay'd, 11 7 | | 
Which (dipt in living S$treams)' he ſhook around 
To purge,. for holy Rites the'tainted Ground. 
An Heifer then before the Altar ſkew, * 
A Swain ſtood near on whom the Blond he threw; 
Then tothe Sun began his myſtick Song, 
And {treight was ſeconded by all the Throng, 
Both Swine and Heifers now by thouſands bleed, 
And Natives on their roaſted Entrails feed. 


ir 
Our Train with; wonder ſaw theſe Rites, but | 


Aſtoniſht at the Plague unſcen before: (more 


Mean white our Leader in his carefull breaſt, 
Form'd ſad Conjectures of this dreadfull Peſt, 


This 
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| This, this ſaid he Tu! Gods avertour Fate). 
4 |- Is-chat dire Curſe which Pheabis did felate ; 
The-Birds prodigiots' Song now recall, 
/ | Theſtrange Diſeaſe that on our Troops ſhon'd Fall. 
As therefore from the Altar they retir'd, Ly 
Our Geniral of the Native Ptihee enquird, od 
| | To whatdread Power theſe OfF*ihgs did belong? 
What meant that'languiſhing-infeted Throng? * 
And why the Shepherd by the Altar ftood? Ve 
And wherefore Sprinkled withthe guſhing bloud? 
To which the Iſland Monarch; tidbl Gueſt.” * 
With annual Zeal theſe Off ringsUre addreſt, 
fs Phebis enrag'd Deity aigttd,”* | 

And by our Aneeſtours of old eff6in'd ; : 

' Burtifa foreign Nations roilst6 leatn, 

And leſs refin'd/be worth yo Ri concern,” 
If you have"any Senſe: of Strangers fate, * 
From'its firſt ſourtt'the Story DI relate : 


- 
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Perhaps you. may.have heard of .4/as name,. 
From whom in long deſcent great Nations eame 4 
From him we ſprang, and once a happy Race, 

* Belov'd of Heay'n while Piety had place, 

While to the Gods our Anceſtours did Prey,” 
And pratefull Off” riogs.on their Altars lay; | 

But when the Powers to be.deſpisd began, 
When to Jeud Luxury our Nation ran; 

Who can expreſs the Mis'ries that enſu'd, 

And Plagues withcach returning Day renew'd? 
Then fair ,4t/antia once an Iſle of: farey  - | 
(That from the,mighty A:/as took its Name; ' | 
Whothere had govern'd loog with upright Sway) 
Wasgorg'd intire, and ſwallowed by the Sea. 
With which. our Flocks. and Herds were wholly 
Not one preſery'd ar ever after found. (drownd, 
Since when outlandiſh Cattle here are-ſlain, -- | 
And Bulls of foreign Breed oyr Altars ſtain; 
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' In that dire Seaſon this Diſcaſe was bred, 
That thus o'er all-our tortur'd, Limbs is ſpread;- 
Moſt, univerſal:from it Birth it grew, 
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And none have ſince eſcapd,or very. few; 

Sent from above to ſcourge that vicious Age,: - 
And chiefly by inceas'd Apello's Rage, 

For whichtheſe annual Rites were firſt ordain'd;” 
Whereof this firm Tradition, is, retaind. 

A Shepherd, once (diſtruſt not ancient Fame ) 
Poſſeſt theſe: Downs, and Syphites his Name.: 
A thouſand Heiters in theſe Vales he ted, 
|  Athouſand Ews to thoſe fair Rivers led: 

For King Alcithous he rais'd this Stock, 

And ſhaded in the: Coyert of a;Rock, 

For now 'twas Softice, and the Syrian Star. 

Increaſt the Heat and ſhot his Beams atar ;-+ 

The Fields were burnt to aſhes, gad the Swhia 
ar'd for ſhade to thickeſt Woods in vain, 

No 
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No Wind to fan 'the fcorching Kir was found, ' 
No nightly Dew refreſht the thirſty Ground: | 
This Drought our Syphilus beheld with pain, 
Nor could the ſoff"rings.of his Fidck ſuſtain,” 
But.to-the Noon-day Sun with up*caſt Eyes, | 


In ragethrew theſe reproaching Blaſphemics, | 
Is'it"for this O $97; that thowart yr = | , 
Our God and Patent? how are we beguil'd ' ' 
Dutt -Bigots/t6 pay Homage to thy'Name? * 
And:with rielt Spices feed-thy* Altar's flame: *** 
Why do we'yearly Rites for thee prepare, * 
Who tak'ſt of 6ur affairs fo lirthe Care ? 

At leaſt thou-might'ſt betweeri' the Rabble Kine 
Diſtinguiſh; '#1drheſe'roy#} Hetds of Mine." -- 
Theſe to the gret! 1tirbots bdong, - © 
Nor ought toperiſh with the Vulgar _— 
Ow ſhall I rathef think your-Deity- 

With:envious Eye out thriving/Stock did''fee 2 
þ. 0/1 I grant | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
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I grant you had fufficient'cauſerind&d, 
A thouſand Heiters" of the ſnowy Breed, 
A thouſand Ews of mine theſe Dpwns didfeed ;}. 
Whilſt one Etherial Bull was all your ſtock, 
One Ram, and to preſerve this mighty Flock, 
You muſt forſooth your Syria» Dog'maintaio, 
« Why do I worſhip then a Pow'r fo Vain? 
Henceforth I to Alcithoas will bring 
My Off rings and Adore my greater King, 
Who do's ſuch ſpacious Tradts of Land poles, 


And whoſe vaſt Pow'rthe conquer'd Seas confeſs. > 
' Him Ill invoke my Suff”rings to redreſs. 
Hee'll ſtreight commandthe coolingWindsto blow, 
Refreſhing Show'rs on Trees and Herbs beſtow, 
Nor ſuffer Thirſt, both Flock and Swain to kill-4 - 
He faid, and forthwith on a neighbouring Hill-. 
Ere&san Altar to his Monarch's name, C11 
The Swains from far bring [ncenſe to the Flame; : 
| At 3 
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I THl Swine and: Heifers too by hundreds Bleed, 

þ- Os while hal woſhd Felh the impiots Wree{ 

| iches feed. 

All quartersfoon were filld withthe Report, 
Thatceas'dnot till itreacht the Monarch'sCourt z 


Commands all Altars elſe to be deſtroy'd, 
Proclaims Himſelf in Earth's low ſphere to be 
The onely and ſufficient Deity ; 

That Heav'nly Pow'rs liv'd too remote and high, 
And had enough todo to Rule the Sky. 
Thi'all-feeing Sun no longer could faſtain 

Theſe praftices, but with enrag'd Diſdain 

Parts forth ſuch peſtilent malignant Bears, 

As ſhed Infe&tion on Air, Earth and Streatns; . 
From whence this Malady its birthreceiv'd, 
, And firſt th' offending Sypbiles was gricv'd, 


Ar length to gfeater'Vidtims they proceed, | 


Th'aſpiring Prince with Godlike Rites or joy'd, + 


» ow ans Ws MU 


Who 


«> be. 46 AU 
Frenc J 1 "RR 


—_ ————  — 


In IS 


" 
——_—___. 


. Who rais'd forbidden Altars on the H ill, 

And Vidims bloud with impious Hands did ſpill; 
He firſt wore Buboes dreadfull to the ſight, 
Firſt felt ſtrange Pains and ſkepleſs paſt ns ; 
From him the Malady receiv'd its name, | 
The neighbouring Shepherds catcht the ſpreading 
At laſt in City and in Court 'twas known,(Flame : 
And ſeizd tlyambitious Monarch on his Throne; 
In this diſtreſs the wretched Tribes repair 


To Ammerice the Gods Interpreter, 

Chief Prieſteſs of the conſecrated Wood, 

In whoſe Rerreats the awfull Tripod Rood, 

From whence the Gods reſponſal ſhe expreſt ; 

TheCrowd enquire what Cauſe produc'd this Peſt, 

What God enrag'd? and hownto be appeas'd, 

And laſt what Cure remain'd for the Diſeas'd 2 

To whom the Nymph reply'd-- the Sun incens'd, 

With juſt revenge theſe Tormentshascommenc'd. 
$ what #| 
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What man can with immortal Pow'rs compare? /; | 


Fly, wretches, fly, his Altars ſoon repair, 
Loadthem with Incenſe, Him with Pray'rs invade, 
His Anger will not eaſily belaid'; ! (ſwear, 
Your Doom -is paſt, black Sryx has heard him 
This Plague ſhould never be extinguiſht here, | 
Since then your Soil muſt neer be wholly free, - | 
Beg Heav'n at leaſt to yield ſome Remedy : 

A milkwhite-Cow on'Funo's Altar lay, 

To Mother Earth a jet-black Heiter lay ; 

One from above the happy Seeds ſhall ſhed, 
The other rear the Grove and make it ſpread, 
That onely.for your Grief a Cure ſhall yield. 
She ſaid: the 'Croud return'd to th' open'd Field, 


Rais'd Altars to the un without delay, 

. To Mother Farth, and F«xo Victims ſlay;::t ! 7, 
*L will ſeem moſt ſtrange what now I ſhalldeelare; 
But by our Gods and Anceſtours I ſwear, 
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Theſe Groves that ſpread ſowide and laok fo greert 
Within this Ifle, rill then, were riever ſeen, 

But now before their Eyes the Plants were found 


\ ! To ſpring; and in an inſtant Shade the ground; 


The Prieft forthwith bids Sacrifice be dane, * 
| -And Juſtice paid to the offended Suri; | 
| - Some deftin'd Head t'attone the Crime of all; 
On Syphzlus the dreadful Lot did fall, ' 

. Who ttow was plac'd before the Altar botnd, 
His head with facrificialGarlands crown'd, 
His Throat laid operi to.the lifted Knife, 

But interceding Faw ſpar'd bis Life, 
Commands them in his ſtead a Heifer ſhy, 
For Phebss Rage was now remov'd away: 
This rhade our gratefull Aticeſtowtrs enjoin, 
When firſt theſe annual Rites they did affigri; 
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That to the Altar bound a Swine each: time,” 

: Should:Rand, to witneſs Syphalas his Crime,! r 
All this infe&ted Throng whom yob bebold;;; /; 
Smart for their Anceſtours Offence of old ;z: -,;! 
To heal their Plague'this Sacrificeis done, ; 7 
And reconcile them' to th' offended;Sun.  _ 
The Rites: perform'd, the: hallaw'd Boughs' they 
The ſpeedy certain Gure-for their Diſtaſe. (ſeize, 

With yeh difcourſethe Chiefs their. Cares, de- 
WhofeFribes ofdifferent Worlds unitedlive, (celye, 
Till now the Ships:ſedt! back:46; Zuropes ſhore; ! 
Return andbring /prodigious. Tidings:0 er."  :/ 
That this Diſeaſe: dil'now through Zurope rage, 
Nor auy Med'cihe: found. hag cou'd-affuage, 

That in their' Ships no-floader, Number mqura'd, 

With. Boils without and inward: Ulcers -burn'd.; 

Then eall'd to mind the Bird's prophetick ſound, 
That in thoſe Groves Relief was to be found. 

4 Then 
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\Then = with folemn Vows the Sun annie, 
And gentle Nymphs the Gardians of thoſeSeats. 

/ | With luſty Strokes the Grove they:next invade, 

{ | Whoſe weighty Boughs areon their-Shoulders hid, 
| Which with the Natives methods.they prepare, | 
And with the healing Draughts their Health repair, 
' | But not forgetfull of their Country's good, .. - 

| They fraighttheirlargeftShips with thisrichWood, 
To try if in our Climate it would be 

Of-equal uſe, for the ſame- Malady : 

The years mild Seaſon ſeconds-their deſire, 

{ And weſtern-Winds- their willing Sails inſpire. ' 
Iberian Coaſts you firſt were happy made 

With this rich Plant, and wonder'd at its Aid; 
Known now to' France and neighbouring Ger- }_ 
Cold Scythian Coafts and temp'rate Jraly, (many 
To Exrope's Boungs all bleſs the vital Tree. 
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Hailheo'n born Plane whofinn oe asſten,| 
Whoſe Virtues like thy Leaves are ever green; 
Hope of Mankind and Coavort of cheir Eyes, |; 
. Of new difeover'd Worlds the richedt Prize. | 
Too heppy would Indulgedt Gods allow,” 1; | 
Thy: Gitoves itt Furqpe's nobler Clime wh graw i 
Yet if ty Streins have any farte, thy Name: 
half fouriftt here, and Ewepr ſung thy Fame! | 
If not remoteri.ands wich Wintes boandz 1 @ 1 
Eternal Sriow, - nor Ltbya's ſeorching Grougd) 
Yet Lativw and: Bevecus eddl Retreats; - | i! 1} 
Shall thee-teſoynd; with Athejs fair Seats: // | /1 
"Too, bleſt:if -Bembus live thy Growth to fag,. 1 
And on the Banks of 7yber gather thee; : /i1; 7/ 
(Ifto thy matches; Virtues once tehearſe, wor, 
 Anderown thy Praiſes with xexernal Verſe, 
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| ERRAT A: Page 5. hue is ſh oper Feade never, b- 35.4 x for wandrieg | 
Ys pe $8 b. 5: for; to Bard r. Bord 10. ; 
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